From: Nick Humphreys [mailto:nick@undergroundskate.co.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2010 9:13 AM
To: astute1@ubernet.co.nz
Subject: Mangawhai Skatepark Support
 

HI Simon,

I would like to lend my absolute support to the Mangawhai skatepark project.

From the designs I have seen this looks AMAZING!  Building a skatepark like this would be massive news in New Zealand and also the world!  It would be one of the best skateparks worldwide putting Mangawhai on the map.  Skate tourism is a large business that a lot of people don’t realise but travelling skateboarding pros visit NZ more than Pro surfers do and there is often articles done about New Zealand visits in huge world wide magazines like Thrasher see link. http://www.thrashermagazine.com/search/?ordering=&searchphrase=all&searchword=new+zealand

Building a park like this would make Mangawhai more of a Holiday destination than it currently is bringing people from 8-50 from all around NZ to ride it.  In doing so they will need food, drinks and accommodation.  All that will directly benefit the local economy.  It would create something to do for the youth when the seas rough or there is no swell.

I would estimate that over summer more than 200 people a day would visit the park from the Auckland  / Whangarei areas ecah buying drinks and food.  That’s $3000 for the local retailers per day plus Gas at petrol stations and bookings at motor camps etc.

Another great benefit is Skateboarding is also very popular on colder days so it will help keep the area alive in winter when the water is cold.

Since finding out that this park is in the pipeline I know about 5 people who have said they would move there if the park was build.  I can say that Managwhai is always somewhere I have wanted to live and placing a facility like this there would seal the deal and would have me looking for land or a house up there.

There would also be potential for a Underground Skate to open a store there and we would be very interested in doing this.  Rough estimates are that this would create 3 full time jobs and up to 10 part time jobs over summer.  With our store arriving we are more than just a skate store and as you will know we are a very central part of the youth development community creating skateboard coaching courses and creating large youth events on a fairly regular basis.  This is our most recent event. http://www.undergroundskate.co.nz/blog/?p=2398  I also have many contacts that could create a large summer festival based around the facility similar to the Vans Warped tour.

I have owned Underground Skate for 13 years now have have extensive knowledge of this industry.  I was also the person who was behind the development of Orewa Skatepark before I had a store at 17 years of age.  In all these years I have not seen a skatepark development with as much potential, in such an amazing destination spot as the Mangawhai park.

I wish you and your team all the best and hopefully the council can see the positive benefits in all this.  If the would like a contact at the Rodney District Council about the benefits of creating skate parks please contact Councillor Michael Goudie on michael.goudie@rodney.govt.nz

I can be contacted on 0212891660 anytime.

All the best.


-- 
**************
Nick  Humphreys
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